
“In my judgement, the opinion of Dr Rix and the reasoning upon which it is 

based is most probably correct.  I agree with his restrained criticism of Dr xxxx’s 

approach as “oversimple” in a case such as this.  In order to compare like with 

like, one would need to know far more about the history of the Claimant’s 

parents and not just in respect of their relationship with the Claimant.  In any 

event, even if one admits to the possibility (as Dr Rix does) of a casual link, I am 

entirely satisfied that the Claimant has not established it on a balance of 

probabilities.” 
 

High Court judge in historic child abuse case 
 

 

“Dr Rix is somebody who is known in this locality to the courts and upon whose 

opinion I and other members of the Judiciary would necessarily place a great 

deal of weight, and it causes me concern when he is saying this is a man who 

presents a risk of serious harm to the public, and who would need high secure 

accommodation.  When Dr Rix is telling me that I pay great heed to it, and I 

would be concerned in those circumstances about going down a route which did 

not involve high secure accommodation.” 

 

Circuit judge in criminal case 

 
 

“Congratulations on winning the battle of the experts.” 

 

Counsel in Chancery (testamentary capacity) case 

 

 

“Just a short not to let you and xxxxxx know that HHJ xxxx attended to the 

Defence Application in the case of R v xxxx.  His Honour was particularly 

complimentary about both you and xxxx. 

 

“Thank you so much for your efforts on Mr xxxx’s behalf.  I do feel that justice 

was done in a most interesting case.  It has been both interesting and informative 

for me and a great pleasure to work with you.  Every good wish.” 

 

Defence counsel in alleged indecent assault case 

 
 

“In his evidence before me, I also found Dr Rix to be a fair, careful and 

impressive expert witness.” 

 

Circuit judge in criminal case 

 
 

“…. your evidence was ace, and I think between us we have seen off the 

egregious Dr xxxx. 

 

“Renewed and warmest thanks for agreeing to come in at the last minute. 
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“Lastly your reputation, which as you know went before you, is entirely 

deserved.  I will bear you name in mind if ever I am asked.” 

 

Prosecuting counsel in fraud case 

 

“The purposes of this letter are to advise you of the determination of the 

Police Medical Appeal Board (PMAB) …. and to express my appreciation of 

your professional conduct in relation to my pension application and 

subsequent medical appeal. 

“I am pleased to be able to inform you that the PMAB upheld my appeal and 

determined that my permanent disability of a xxxxx was substantially caused 

by injuries I received in the execution of duty.  

“At your assessment of me …  having informed me of your duty …. and that 

your findings might not be what I hoped or expected, I felt confident that, no 

matter what your findings might be, I would be able to accept them with 

confidence. I have to say that, as a result, your professional involvement, 

through my solicitor, in the progress of my pension application and medical 

appeal has been a source of great personal comfort to me.  

“Given my background, I found your conduct of the psychiatric assessment of 

me …. to be thorough and professional both of which are to be seen in your 

subsequent report.  

“Having been involved in the development of specifications and user 

requirements in a complex technological environment for more than a decade, 

I found your report not only comprehensive, well structured and easily read 

but I also found it to be adequately referenced and supported by relevant 

documentation to aid the understanding of a reader. 

“Furthermore, the confident and knowledgeable manner in which you 

answered the questions put to you …. by members of the PMAB greatly 

impressed me. Again, whilst not all of what you said necessarily supported my 

medical appeal, it was, nevertheless, clear and truthful, accurate and relevant 

and it was consistent with the principles you first expounded at the beginning 

of your psychiatric assessment of me on ….” 

Retired senior police officer appealing against a decision that he was not 

disabled from performing ordinary and police duties and then appealing the 

decision that his disability had not been occasioned by an injury sustained in the 

execution of his duty 

 

“The first matter which I would address was the high quality of your report 

which formed the keystone of your evidence to the Court .. 

 

“Prior to giving evidence you ensured that you were familiar with the current 

issues on capacity as demonstrated by your familiarity with The Law 

Society/BMA blue book and your handbook on the Mental Capacity Act 2005. 

 

“When you gave evidence you answered questions in a clear and thoughtful way 

which demonstrated to the Judge that you clearly understood the issues which he 

had to determine and the legal framework behind them. 
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“I had no questions to put to you in re-examination because I felt the oral 

evidence which you gave was clear, consistent and in line with the opinion you 

expressed in your written report.” 

 

Barrister in capacity case 

 

“Dr. Rix was excellent in the witness box. He gave his views in a highly effective 

manner, responded appropriately on cross-examination and was well prepared 

and up to date on material developments in the area.” 

 

Instructing solicitor in the same case 

 

“Thank you for attending and giving evidence which was very helpful …. Many 

thanks for your help.” 

 

Coroner in coroner instructed death in prison custody case 

 

“At the conclusion of the three week inquest, HM Coroner ------ said that he was 

struck by the comments of the consultant psychiatrist Dr. Keith Rix. Dr. Rix 

gave evidence to the inquest that in a civilized society someone as severely 

mentally disordered as ***** should not be in prison.” 

 

Coroner instructed death in prison custody case (Press release by Inquest)   

 

“Many thanks for your help. I thought you might be interested to see the jury 

verdict which was a very detailed narrative. They preferred and accepted your 

evidence!” 

 

Coroner in coroner-instructed death in prison custody case 

 

 

“Further to your recent evidence in this matter, I write to confirm that following 

the trial of this action xxxx's claim was dismissed against both Defendants. 

 

“In his Judgment, the Judge did however say what his findings on medical 

causation would have been had the Claimant succeeded. He found that the 

Claimant had suffered injury to his feet and ankles which would have resolved 

fully within 6 months. He noted particularly that two of the Claimant's own GPs 

had not noted any depressive symptoms until 2007 (including the one who finally 

did make the diagnosis) and the two assessments by the DWP doctors. 

HHJ Dowse did not find the Claimant to be a reliable historian and he stated 

clearly that he preferred your evidence to the evidence of Dr Y. The Judge did 

not find that any psychiatric injury had been caused by the accident and that the 

trigger was more likely to be the illness of the Claimant's wife. 

 

“I am grateful to you for your assistance ….. “ 

 

Solicitor acting for one of two defendants in industrial accident case 

 

“I put on record my appreciation, both in a personal capacity and on behalf of 

my client, of your contribution as an expert witness in the litigation. While 

maintaining the required degree of impartiality and objectivity, the evidence you 
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provided greatly assisted the judge in understanding the realities of the medical 

issues lying behind the legal arguments in the case, as well I believe in exposing 

the flaws in the medical evidence on the Defendant’s side. It was noticeable that 

the Judge referred to you rather than Dr. X when he needed an explanation of 

the medical terminology. 

 

“I confirm that I will inform you of the outcome of the trial as soon as possible 

and it goes without saying that you would be the first person I would turn to as a 

medical expert if I have a similar case.” 

 

Solicitor acting for claimant in testamentary capacity case 

 

“I am sure you would like to know that the Judge has recently found in our 

favour ….. As a general comment, I believe that your evidence as a whole 

favourably impressed him and it is noticeable in this context that he had 

reservations about the corresponding evidence on behalf of the Defendants from 

Dr. X” 

 

Solicitor acting for claimant in the same testamentary capacity case 

 

“Now that we have had judgment on the yyyyy case, I thought I would drop you 

a line to thank you for all your hard work. Your input in cross-examination was 

very valuable, and I am pleased with the result! The judge clearly took on board 

the points you made, and we have certainly given Dr. X something to think 

about. 

 

“I look forward to being able to work with you again in the future.” 

 

Barrister acting for the Claimant in the same testamentary capacity case 

 

“Many thanks for your hard work … I knew we were up against it! I look 

forwards to working with you again very soon.” 

 

QC for defence in unsuccessful diminished responsibility case 

 

 

“I refer …… to your attendance at the Inquest touching the death of the above 

named. As always I am extremely grateful to you for your considerable help and 

assistance.” 

 

Coroner in coroner-instructed death in prison custody case 

 

 

“Your performance in the witness box was equally clear and helpful. You were 

asked some perfectly fair questions in cross-examination, to which you gave 

frank and fair replies. The fact that you acknowledged the fairness of points 

made against the Defendant’s case only made you stronger as an expert witness 

on whom the court could safely rely. On other points where the question 

challenged you, you gave a very clear rebuttal when it was proper to do so. 

 

“I therefore would have had full confidence that your evidence both written and 

oral would have been accepted, had the case proceeded to a conclusion. 
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“Indeed, I am absolutely certain that your own very substantial contribution was 

a very significant factor in the Claimant abandoning his claim suddenly on the 

third day of the trial. 

 

“I … hope very much that we can work together again and would not hesitate to 

recommend you.” 

 

Counsel in testamentary capacity case 

 

 

“I have recently had cause to engage the services of Dr. Rix in a matter 

concerning a charge of Child Cruelty and am able to comment on Dr. Rix’s 

performance as follows … 

 

“Dr. Rix gave evidence at the trial which was clearly explained and he was ‘jury 

friendly’ while maintaining an appropriate degree of professional detachment 

from the ‘fray’. 

 

“I would have no hesitation in recommending Dr. Rix as a very competent and 

professional expert in his field.” 

 

Counsel for defendant in Crown Court child cruelty case 

 

“More recently we have acted in a case, wherein the Judgment is awaited, 

regarding testamentary capacity - a challenge to a codicil executed by a patient 

in an intensive care liver unit, awaiting a liver transplant. The patient died a 

week after executing the codicil and questions arose, because of his physical 

condition, as to whether he could have been mentally impaired in understanding 

the nature of what he was signing. We acted for the widow in defending the 

codicil and Dr. Rix provided a very detailed comprehensive and authoritative 

report gleaned from the extensive medical records of the deceased. In opposition 

to Dr. Rix's report the opponents challenging the codicil brought in a report 

from xxxxxx, a well known gastroenterologist and an expert in the field of liver 

disease. The Court had a difficultly, of course, in comparing the expert evidence 

of these two experts from different disciplines. However, although the Judgment 

has not yet been issued, and we do not know whether we will win or lose, 

Dr. Rix's detailed and very authoritative report stood up to extensive cross-

examination, which he handled with patience, restraint and authority. 

 

“We have no hesitation in putting Dr. Rix in pole position and our first choice of 

expert in all matters of mind and behaviour.” 

 

Isle of Man advocate acting in testamentary capacity case  

 

“The Court was most fortunate to have expert testimony from Dr. Keith Rix …..  

 

“ …. on balance I consider that Dr. Rix’s evidence, with his vast experience of 

making assessments of capacity and his psychiatric expertise, is to be preferred  

…. I found Dr. Rix’s evaluation of the entirety of the medical records and of 

Mr xxxx’s admission and treatment history to be more convincing and helpful in 

its specificity … 
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“ …. on balance I prefer Dr. Rix’s evidence not least because it seems to be 

consistent with the lay evidence.” 

 

Judgment of the Deemster in the above case 

 

“Professor Rix was of enormous assistance to the Court in a recent inquest 

raising complex issues as to the standard and adequacy of care given by a 

hospital to a non detained patient in a mental health ward. A well researched 

and clearly presented report was mirrored by an excellent account of the key 

issues from the witness box. His preparation was evidently meticulous.  He was 

measured but robust in  defence of the opinions that he conveyed. His 

independence was wholly reassuring.” 

 

Counsel acting for the family  

 

“I am extremely grateful to you for the time and trouble that you have spent 

over this case.” 

 

Coroner in above case. 

 


